
 
 
 

In half of trained schools children know most of the sounds 
and are confident at blending simple words (observed dur-
ing monitoring visit of 12 randomly selected schools after 1 
year’s exposure to Jolly Phonics) 

A study of 6 focus schools revealed that over a 12 month 
period children had made an average of 4 months improve-
ment in chronological reading age, with some schools see-
ing an average of  8 months improvement in chronological 
reading age (Using Burt Reading Test) 

Some teachers are so excited about Jolly Phonics that they 
were observed to have trained other teachers across the 
school, with even the Nursery children knowing all the 
sounds! 
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The aim of this project is to provide Jolly Phonics train-
ing and follow up support to over 5000 Primary 1 and 2 
teachers in Akwa Ibom State Nigeria. Teachers are each 
provided with 3 days of training, along with 1 day of 
refresher training. They are also provided with black and 
white Jolly Phonics pupil books, courtesy of Jolly Learn-
ing, and a range of supplementary materials.  Schools 
are then monitored by trained academics and local in-
spectors who have been trained to  use Jolly Phonics.. 
This is truly an ambitious project, with many successes 
and challenges. Read on to find out more......... 

Now that 3445 teachers have been 
trained, the Read and Write Now! 
monitoring team has been busy visit-
ing 300 schools to support teachers 
and to measure the success of the 
project. The team have found that 
over 90% of the teachers are imple-
menting synthetic phonics in their 
classroom. Interviews with teachers 
have generated very positive feed-
back. One teacher from a school in 
Ikot Ekpene stated, “I am happy 
because this method helps the chil-
dren to put more effort into reading 
and they are interested during the 
lesson”.   

As part of routine inspections, Fed-
eral government school inspectors 
visited a school in Akwa Ibom State 
to observe a Primary 1 literacy les-
son.  The inspectors were surprised 
to see that the children were reading 
all the words on the board with ease 
and confidence.  When they asked 
the teacher the reason for this fluent 
ability she explained that it was the 
training provided by SSN that has 
made the difference. The inspectors 
were so impressed that they handed 
out cash prizes to the pupils!  

Jolly Learning have assisted in making 
changes to some of the images in the Pupil 
Books, making them more culturally sensi-
tive. In addition to this we have produced a 
scheme of work , adapted versions of the 
sound stories, 4 decodable books, a train-
ing presentation and  a special poster 
which tackles the challenge of blending. 
We are also particularly proud of our train-
ing video which provides 
a step by step guide to 
teaching synthetic phon-
ics, and includes many 
clips of Nigerian teach-
ers using Jolly Phonics. 

 

Initially many teachers struggled to understand how to blend. Our moni-
toring team carried out teacher testing which exposed this issue. We 
tackled the problem by producing the training video, a blending poster 
and also teaching all teachers a new blending  song. 

Many teachers do not know how to apply synthetic phonics across the 
curriculum. Further refresher training is needed to address this problem. 

We have not been able to train all 5000 teachers. This is due to a range 
of factors which include political upheaval, lower than expected funding 
from Government, and poor communication with teachers when inviting 
them to training. Positive talks with the state government indicate that 
the remaining teachers will be trained next academic year. 

Some teachers do not teach Jolly Phonics for an adequate amount of 
time  due to lack of space in the timetable. We are working with the 
State Universal Basic Education Board (SUBEB) to address this issue and 
they have indicated that they will create 4 twenty minute slots each 
week for the teaching of Jolly Phonics 

Help Needed! 
We are due to meet with the Nigerian Federal Government on 
April 24th to discuss how synthetic phonics can be integrated 
into the Nigerian Curriculum and we urgently need synthetic 
phonics experts to provide their comments and thoughts on the 
existing curriculum. Please contact Naomi Foxcroft if you are 
willing to offer your comments.:     
naomi@steppingstonesnigeria.org 


